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 Kobe Oji Zoo introduced a pair of giant pandas from the China Wildlife Conservation Association 

in 2000 and engaged in a cooperative breeding research program between China and Japan. Natural 

breeding and artificial insemination programs began in 2003, but in 2007 there was a stillbirth, and 

although 2008 had a successful delivery, the cub did not grow up. Following the death of the male in 

2010, the female has been kept independently, and she became 23 years old this year. Behavioral 

observation and urinary hormone testing of the female continued as a form of basic breeding 

research, and from 2009, large fluctuations in the seasonality of estrus and pseudo-pregnancy 

periods were observed, and the influence of birth, absence of male, and age were suspected. 

Furthermore, in order to fulfill daily health care, treat illness and deal with many issues related to 

aging, husbandry training has been enhanced in recent years. In April 2017, corneal opacity and 

ulcer in the left eye was exhibited. Fungal keratitis was suspected, and using husbandry training, 

antifungal eye drops, eyelid disinfection, and other medical treatments were applied diligently, and 

three months later, the receding of symptoms was confirmed. Intraoral care, ultrasound examination, 

and blood pressure measurement programs have also commenced. In the future, we will endeavor to 

continue our basic breeding research and ensure health care for the individual. 
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