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At Kobe Oji Zoo, we have a 24-year-old female giant panda. In the spring of 2017, we 

observed that there was clouding of the cornea on the surface of her left eye. We 

suspected that this was due to wound-induced keratitis, and treated her eye with 

antibiotic eye drops. However, the treatment was not effective and symptoms, such as 

corneal clouding and conjunctival hyperemia, worsened. We consulted an 

ophthalmologist who examined her and made the provisional diagnosis of fungal 

keratitis. Based on the diagnosis, we started treating with anti-fungal agents and 

observed improvements in her symptoms. After 4 months, keratitis was successfully 

treated although some clouding remained on the surface of the cornea.  

Fungal keratitis is a rare disease that is difficult to diagnose and treat. It is caused by 

injury to the cornea and occurs when the immune system is compromised. Some studies 

suggest that various fungal species exist in the living environment of giant pandas and 

on bamboo; thus, our case may have been caused by a wound from bamboo or bamboo 

leaves that we fed to our panda. However, we have not changed the housing 

environment or the food, nor observed any changes in her foraging behavior. We noted 

that there were a few incidences of fungal dermatitis when she was pregnant and 

pseudopregnant, and this case occurred as she was approaching her pseudopregnancy. 

Therefore, we believe that fungal keratitis occurred in our panda as a result of a 

compromised immune system due to aging and pseudopregnancy. 
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